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This is the story which the Major told me,
as nearly as I can recall it:  In the winter of
1862-3, I was commandant of Fort
Trumbull, at New London, Conn. Maybe
our life there was not so brisk as life at the
front; still it was brisk enough, in its way --
one`s brains did n`t cake together there for
lack of something to keep them stirring.
For one thing, all the Northern atmosphere
at that time was thick with mysterious
rumors -- rumors to the effect that rebel
spies were flitting everywhere, and getting
ready to blow up our Northern forts, burn
our hotels, send infected clothing into our
towns, and all that sort of thing.
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