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Henry James is best known for a number of
novels showing Americans encountering
Europe and Europeans. His method of
writing from a characters point of view
allowed him to explore issues related to
consciousness and perception and his style
in later works has been compared to
impressionist painting. His imaginative use
of point of view, interior monologue and
unreliable narrators brought a new depth to
narrative fiction. The Ivory Tower is the
book Henry James was working on when
he passed and even uncompleted, it has
incredible insights regarding the United
States, a country James had left twenty
years before, not to return until so close to
death. If you have an interest in Henry
James, you need to read this book, if only
to understand the apotheosis of his life. The
novel is a brooding story of Gilded Age
America. It centers on the riches earned by
a pair of dying millionaires and
ex-partners, Abel Gaw and Frank
Betterman, and their possibly corrupting
effect on the people around them.
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