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FITZGERALD 1904. Excerpt: ... CHAPTER IX YORICK
LAURENCE STERNE AND WILBUR LUCIUS CROSS AND ELIZA THE Charge that his writi ngs
had done injury to the young was often
repeated. It is a sad business altogether,
and it must be said that there is something
degrading to our literature, and almost
unique, to find awriter, who hasto earn his
wage by pandering to the grosser tastes of
his time. At the same time there are signs
that, with the decay of his health, he was
beginning to have uneasiness and
compunctions as to his unworthy office.
Unluckily, while making this plea for him,
we find him engaged in one of his most
sentimental amours, over which the sober
must shake It is stranger to find in the
sermon read by Trim a description of his
own state-- A man shall be vicious and
utterly debauched in his principles,
exceptionable in his conduct to the world,
etc., etc. Surely you must think conscience
must lead such a man atroubled life. Alas!
conscience had something else to do all
this time than break in upon him.... This
dumb god was either talking or pursuing,
or was in a journey, or peradventure he
sept and could not be awoke. their heads
and the judicious grieve. All the world
knows Yoricks letters to Eliza, and the
French, in particular, have taken a special
interest in this episode, which is much in
their line. It is a curious and not
uninteresting episode, and | shall now give
complete account of the transaction, the
first that has yet been presented. In Bristol
Cathedral is to be seen a graceful
monument, consisting of two classical
figures bending over a shield, one bearing a
torch, the other a dove. This is a tribute to
the memory of Mrs Elizabeth Draper,
Yoricks Eliza, and Sternes friend, in
whom, it records, genius and benevolence
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were united. She died Aug. 3d, 1778, aged
35. Yoricks letters...
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