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[...]power of the Diet to break down all
opposition. The Bavarian, Wurtemberg,
Baden or Hanoverian Constitutional
institutions could not, under such
circumstances, give rise to any serious
struggle for political power, and, therefore,
the great bulk of the German middle class
kept very generally aloof from the petty
squabbles raised in the Legislatures of the
small States, well knowing that without a
fundamental change in the policy and
constitution of the two great powers of
Germany, no secondary efforts and
victories would be of any avail. But, at the
same time, a race of Liberal lawyers,
professional oppositionists, sprung up in
these small assemblies: the Rottecks, the
Welckers, the Roemers, the Jordans, the
Stuves, the Eisenmanns, those great
popular men (Volksmanner) who, after a
more or less noisy, but always
unsuccessful, opposition of twenty years,
were carried to the summit of power by the
revolutionary springtide of 1848, and who,
after having there shown their utter[...].
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