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1887 Excerpt: ... of year I should think the
mountains would be very cold. The castle
is comfortable. It has been recently fitted
up, and there are many warm rooms in it. I
am fond of the old place, and I need to be
alone for a long time. Giovanni thought the
conversation was becoming oppressive. He
thought of what had passed between them
at their last meeting in the conservatory of
the Palazzo Frangipani. I shall myself pass
the summer in Saracinesca, he said,
suddenly. You know it is not very far. May
I hope that I may sometimes be permitted
to see you? Corona had certainly had no
thought of seeing Giovanni when she had
determined to go to Astrardente; she had
not been there often, and had not realised
that it was within reach of the Saracinesca
estate. She started slightly. Is it so near?
she asked. Half a days ride over the hills,
replied Giovanni. I did not know. Of
course, if you come, you will not be denied
hospitality. But you would rather not see
me? asked Saracinesca, in a tone of
disappointment. He had hoped for
something more encouraging. Corona
answered courageously. I would rather not
see you. Do not think me unkind, she
added, her voice softening a little. Why
need there be any explanations? Do not try
to see me. I wish you well; I wish you
more--all happiness--but do not try to see
me. Giovannis face grew grave and pale.
He was disappointed, even humiliated; but
something told him that it was not coldness
which prompted her request. Your
commands are my laws, he answered. I
would rather that instead of regarding what
I ask you as a command, you should feel
that it ought to be the natural prompting of
your own heart, replied Corona, somewhat
coldly. Forgive me if my heart dictates
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what my obedience to you must effectually
forbid, sa...
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