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John Griffith Jack London was a pioneer in
the then-burgeoning world of commercial
magazine fiction, he was one of the first
fiction writers to obtain worldwide
celebrity and a large fortune from his
fiction alone.  Jack London wrote this
first-hand account by living in the East End
(including the Whitechapel District) for
several months, sometimes staying in
workhouses or sleeping on the streets. The
conditions he experienced and wrote about
were the same as those endured by an
estimated 500,000 of the contemporary
London poor. This nonfiction book is
considered by some to be a brilliant piece
of journalism. From the authors preface:
The experiences related in this volume fell
to me in the summer of 1902. I went down
into the under-world of London with an
attitude of mind which I may best liken to
that of the explorer.
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