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You request me, sir, to give you some
account of our worthy friend, and his
singular son. The leisure that the retirement
of Lord Peterborough now affords me,
places it in my power to oblige you. You
will be as astonished as I was, and perhaps
adopt my opinion on the subject. Voltaire
was a versatile writer, producing works in
almost every literary form, including plays,
poems, novels, essays, and historical and
scientific works. He wrote more than
20,000 letters and more than 2,000 books
and pamphlets. He was an outspoken
advocate of several liberties, despite the
risk this placed him in under the strict
censorship laws of the time. As a satirical
polemicist, he frequently made use of his
works to criticize intolerance, religious
dogma, and the French institutions of his
day.  You scarcely knew the young and
unfortunate Johnny, Freinds only son,
whom his father took with him to Spain
when he received the appointment of
chaplain to our armies, in 1705. You
started for Aleppo, before my lord besieged
Barcelona; yet you were right when you
said, Johns countenance was amiable and
interesting, and that he gave proofs of
intelligence and courage. It was quite true.
Every one who knew him, loved him. At
first he was intended for the church; but, as
he manifested much aversion for that
profession, which, indeed, requires great
skill, management, and finesse, his prudent
father considered it a folly and a crime to
oppose his inclination.
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