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Outside the large single window the
crepuscular light was dying out slowly in a
great square gleam without colour, framed
rigidly in the gathering shades of the room.
It was a long room. The irresistible tide of
the night ran into the most distant part of it,
where the whispering of a mans voice,
passionately interrupted and passionately
renewed, seemed to plead against the
answering murmurs of infinite sadness. At
last no answering murmur came. His
movement when he rose slowly from his
knees by the side of the deep, shadowy
couch holding the shadowy suggestion of a
reclining woman revealed him tall under
the low ceiling, and sombre all over except
for the crude discord of the white collar
under the shape of his head and the faint,
minute spark of a brass button here and
there on his uniform.
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