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1752 Excerpt: ...the Society of Writers
would quickly be reduced to a. very
inconsiderable Number, if Men were put
upon making Books, with the fatal
Conssinement of delivering nothing
beyond what is to the Purpose. It is
acknowledged, that were the Cafe the lame
among us, as with the Greets and Romans,
when Learning was in its Cradle, to be
reared, and sed, and clothed by Invention;
it would be an easy Task to sill up
Volumes upon particular Occasions,
withoutfarther expatiating from the
Subject, than by.moderate Excursions,
helping to advances clear the main Design.
But with Knowledge it.has fared as with a
numerous Army, encamped in i. fruitful
Country; which for a sew Days maintains
itself bythe Product of the Soil it Is on.; till
Provi Jions sions being spent, they send to
forage many a Mile, among Friends or
Enemies, it matters not. Mean while, the
neighbouring Fields trampled and beaten
down, become barren and dry, affording no
Sustenance but Clouds of Dust. The whole
Course of Things being thus entirely
changed between us and the Antients, and
the Moderns wisely sensible of it; we of
this Age have discovered a shorter, and
more prudent Method, to become Scholars
and Wits, without the Fatigue of reading or
of thinking. The most accomplished Way
of using Books at present, is twofold:
either, sirst, to serve them as some Men do
Lords, learn their Title. exactly, and then
bragof their Acquaintance; orr. secondly,
which is indeed the choicer,.the
profounder, and politer Method, to get a
thorough Insight into the Index, by which
the whole Book is governed and turned,
like Fishes by the Tail. For to enter the.
Palace of Learning at the Great Gate,
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requires an Expence of Time and Forms;
therefore Men of- much Haste and little
Ceremony are content to get in by the
Back-door...
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